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ABSTRACT

TEACHER TRICKS AK.A. PARENT TOOLS:
WORKSHOPS TO PROMOTE FAMILY LITERACY

by

Timothy A. Martin
July, 1999

Four workshops, supported by research on parent involvement, were
developed to help promote family literacy. Each workshop incorporates both
parents and students as they are encouraged to read preassigned books
together. In addition, each family was given tasks to complete as they read their
books. Workshops incorporating helpful tips and suggestions were provided to
the families so they could better assist their children with their reading needs.
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CHAPTER ONE
BACKGROUND OF THE PROJECT
Introduction

"When children learn from their parents that reading is important,
they discover that reading is fun and pleasurable-- and they are
more successful in schools" (Stanford, 1998).
John Stanford
Seattle Public School Superintendent
Parents play a critical role in teaching their children to read, even before
babies are big enough to sit up by themselves. Parents are essential in the
shaping of their children's ideas about reading even before the start of school.
From reading aloud to toddlers, to setting a good example for teens by reading
themselves, parents are the single largest influence on their children's reading
success (Houtz, 1998). The amount of time that children spend with their
teachers, once they are in school, is very minimal compared to the amount of
time that they spend with their parents (Allen & Freitag, 1988). Parents are the
key to increasing their child's literacy. Parents can and need to assist their
children to discover the joy of reading and the love of books.
Parents have an important role to play in the educational process. Their
words and actions convey a clear message about the importance they place on
schooling. Patterns started early in the child's education strongly influence the
expectations that children will assume as their own. Most parents care about
their children's education just as they care about their children's prenatal
health, immunizations, and nutritional needs. Unfortunately, becoming a part of
the educational process in support of their child's future success is not as
simple as going to the doctor for a vaccination (Ballantine, 1999).
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Purpose of the Proiect

The focus of this project was to develop workshops to be presented four
times throughout the school year to families and their children. The workshops
were designed to provide families with information, resources, techniques, and
strategies that can help promote reading within their families using true
literature/trade books.

Significance of the Project

It is clear that children who stand the best chance of becoming lifelong
readers, and ultimately lifelong achievers, are those who understand and
appreciate the importance of knowing how to read. Understanding this
importance comes, first and foremost, from parent involvement. Demos' (1987)
studies demonstrate that the successful mastery of school subjects requires a
high level of parent involvement. Furthermore, Ballantine's (1999) research
indicates, "The children who achieve the most are the ones whose families are
the most involved" (p170). Often times parents are willing and want to help their
children but don't know where to begin in the process. This is shown by the
large market of "workbooks" and other educational materials for sale.
Unfortunately, parents often avoid involvement in the schooling process.
They feel they do not know enough. Even when talking to their children, parents
may hesitate to intrude into their children's school lives (Ballantine, p171). This
seeming indifference may give students the message that school or reading is
of little or no importance. Having gained tools, resources, and a starting point
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parents be more confident and empowered to help develop a home that
embraces and nurtures a love of reading.

Scope of the Project

This project developed a program that included activities, family and
independent readings, and resource ideas to help enable both the children and
families build a love of literature and reading. It was developed for third grade
students and their parents, with a specific emphasis on families of students
identified as below grade level in reading and serviced by the Title I Reading
Program. Timelines and instructions on the initiation and follow up of this
project were established. The workshops were scheduled during the months of
October, January, March, and May. Supplementary Family Resource Guides
include information on "Why reading is important," "How to assist and
encourage your child," "How and why to vary your readings," and "The
importance of reading and writing."

Limitations of Study

The limitations of this study are identified as:
• The literature reviewed in the project is limited to third grade to
low fourth grade level books.
• The project's effectiveness on family knowledge and ultimate
improvement in reading is not determined.
• The project doesn't address or assist families with illiterate
adults.
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• Families must take time to participate and follow through on
projects.

Definitions of Terms

Terms that are used in this project were defined as follows:

Background knowledge: an individual's previous understandings,
learning, and experiences that help them to comprehend concepts, ideas, and
relationships (Cooper, 1986).

Basal Reader: a coordinated, graded set of textbooks, teacher's
guides, and supplementary materials from which to teach reading
(Cecil, 1999).

Comprehension: the process of constructing meaning while
interacting with the text (Cooper, 1986).

Parent/Families: these terms are used interchangeably to refer to any
care-giver who assumes responsibility for nurturing and caring for children:
including parents, step-parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, foster parents,
mentors, caseworkers, and others (Frank-Bunker, P. & Swift, L., 1995).

Parent Involvement: the time spent by a parent participating in
learning activities (Cooper, 1986).

Reader: "A person who reads" (Parent, grandparent, older sibling, etc.)
(Guralnik, 1984).

Trade Book: Any book that can be purchased by the general public in
book stores, through mail order houses, or at book fairs (Cecil, 1999).

CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
Introduction
The review of related literature will address three areas: the importance
of parent-involvement, ways to motivate parents to assist their children in
school, and a discussion of the significance of family literacy. The education of
all children is a responsibility that must be shared by teachers, communities,
and parents alike, and this paper seeks to explore ways in which this important
collaboration may occur.

PARENT-SCHOOL INVOLVEMENT
One can imagine leaving home in the morning and turning the key in the
ignition. Exiting the driveway, the familiar street signs are gone and are
replaced with a strange symbolic language, vaguely recognizable but not
decipherable. At a job interview, a prospective employer holds an application
with this code on both sides. Imagine leaving the interview without the job and
returning home only to find all magazines and books are written in an
incomprehensible language. This strange and disorienting world is one very
familiar to the illiterate in this country, and it is for this reason that every effort
early on must be made to develop in children the ability to read. Reading is
fundamental to a child's ability to communicate in their world. The task of
learning to read is one of hard work and diligence, and one that cannot be
undertaken alone. Schools, parents, and communities must work together to
reinforce the literacy of every child.
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Most parents want their children to succeed in school and in life. Parents
have the potential to make a difference in their child's education when
meaningful opportunities to contribute arise (Come & Fredericks, 1995; WilsonMorningstar, 1999). For the vast majority of parents, the problem isn't that
parents are reluctant to be involved. They do! Most often parents just don't
know how or what to do, or if they should do anything at all (Canter & Canter,
1991 ).
In recent years there has been a large push by schools to develop
collaborative partnerships between schools and homes. It is believed that
when parents are made to feel as welcome partners of their child's "educational
team," a bridge connecting the child's home and school is created. This helps
to empower parents as active participants in their child's educational
development (Wilson-Morningstar, 1999). In fact, Ballentine's research clearly
shows that the children who achieved the most were the ones whose parents
are most involved regardless of socioeconomic status, ethnic/racial
background, or the parent's educational levels (Ballantine, 1999; Henderson
1987).
In 1983 Epstein studied classrooms where teachers actively sought out
parents to participate and become involved. She found:
There were positive changes in student achievements, attitudes,
and behaviors, when teachers included parent involvement as
part of their regular teaching practices. The students in the class
reported that they had a more positive attitude toward school and
more regular homework habits (Epstein, 1983. p30).
In addition to Epstein's findings, increased parent involvement also has
been linked to the reduction of school failure and dropouts, as well as improved
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school attendance and school success (Henderson, 1987). When parents feel
that their needs and those of their children are at the school's heart, parents are
more apt to become involved, listen, support the teacher and school, and
promote their children's education. When parents and other adults are involved
in school the school gets better. The more comprehensive the partnership, the
higher the student achievement.
As school reform measures are implemented in more and more states,
expectations for students are rising. For example, in Washington State the
Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALR's) have been instituted.
Students are assessed in reading, writing, and other academic content areas
beginning in fourth grade in an effort to raise standards (their knowledge of the
new requirements). As many states including Washington and Oregon, begin
to implement their new higher standards, the potential for additional students to
fall below the standards increases. In Oregon, the Certificate of Initial Mastery
(CIM) tests are already being administered to high school sophomores, and
currently, many students are falling below the bar in reading and math.
Kash, a high school English teacher and a member of a committee that is
working to develop assessment implications stated, "I can estimate that perhaps
only the top five percent of my high school students will have both sufficient test
scores and performance task evaluations as they prepare for the 2000 CIM.
Those students are also the ones whose parents attend teacher conferences
and call if they have questions or concerns about their child's progress" (Kash,
1999). Most educators and administrators know that schools just cannot do it
alone. An uninvolved parent, justifiably or not, gives a child the message that
the child just isn't important enough to warrant attention. Involved parents, on
the other hand, can provide the boost to a
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student's self-esteem that will lead to greater success in school and a more
fulfilling and accomplished adulthood. "Parent involvement isn't just a nice
idea. For the sake of children, it's essential" (Canter & Canter, 1991 ). If students
are expected to reach their full academic potential, they need the support and
encouragement of an entire community of concerned, caring adults.
The collaborative partnership necessary between home and school is
essential if all children are to reap the benefits of literacy training now, as well
as throughout their lives. Parent involvement in a child's education need not
take much time or special training; a little time can go a long way toward
demonstrating that a parent values education. Whatever the level of
involvement, this is time well spent, and it is a good investment in their
children's future (Ballantine, 1999).
The benefit of parent involvement for students, families and communities
are very clear. Systematic, ongoing, and comprehensive involvement of parents
in the educational process leads to: higher grades and test scores; long-term
improvement in academic achievement; positive attitudes and behavior; more
successful programs; and more effective schools. Parents develop a more
positive attitude toward school, increase their self-confidence, tend to become
more active in the community and strengthen the family as an economic unit
(Henderson & Berla, 1994).
Some parents feel ambivalence about returning to the school setting,
especially one which may not have been hospitable to them. Parents who have
residual hard feelings about their own education, however, are the very parents
who should be cultivated most. Their children are perhaps less likely to find a
positive impression of school reinforced at home because of their parents' poor
experiences. Children whose parents have not been successful in school may
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be more at risk of repeating their parents' patterns (Canter & Canter, 1991 ).
When these parents can be coaxed into a supportive school environment, their
own former feelings may be overcome (Henderson & Berla, 1994). Over use of
educational jargon can heighten the feelings of inadequacies some parents
feel in the school setting. Also, patronage of the parent as though she is among
school children is inappropriate. Thus it is crucial to foster an environment
which truly values the parents' contributions in the classroom and in the home.
The environment needed to welcome and support parents can be
created in many ways. It is important to remember that some parents will have
reservations about participating at school even though they understand the
importance of their support. Hesitant parents can be motivated to play a greater
role in their child's education when a supportive community provides
incentives. Families of some students will be more successful supporting their
students' learning when the community helps the family become and remain
functional (Frank-Bunker, 1995). Incentives provided by the community such as
free tutoring, parenting classes, and reduced-cost GED courses could be
offered to induce parents to play an active role in the classroom.
School and home partnerships should not be one sided. Parents need
to feel empowered by becoming active participants in the development of their
child's learning (Wilson-Morningstar, 1999). When schools encourage families
to work with their children, it has significant impact on student success
(Henderson & Berla, 1994). Most barriers to family involvement are found
within the school's practices and do not usually originate within the families.
Schools need to initiate practices designed to link the classroom and the home
together (Epstein, 1983). One way to create positive relationships between the
schools and families is through communications. Newsletters, workshops,
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open houses, and even telephone calls help to build supportive and informed
parents and school communities. When parents are contacted by a skilled,
trained teacher who communicates effectively, they will usually respond (Canter
& Canter, 1991 ). The classroom teacher can support parents by helping them
recognize and consciously use a range of literacy opportunities - from formal,
school-like activities to informal, daily household literacy activities (Christie,
Enz, & Vukelich, in press; Purcell-Gates et al., 1995).

THE IMPORTANCE OF PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT
Just as parents are their child's first teachers, their home is the child's
first learning environment, and has long been recognized as a significant factor
in their language development (Cairney & Munsie, 1995; Morrow, 1995;
Fredericks & Rasinski, 1990). Classroom teachers may need to provide support
to help parents fulfill their role as first teachers (Brock & Dodd, 1994).
Ballantine, author of Getting Involved In Our Children's Education (1999),
notes the positive effects when parents show that they value and take an active
interest in their child's education as being:
• Parent's communication with their children improves.
• Children earn higher grades and test scores.
• Children have better school attendance and get in less trouble.
• Children are more likely to graduate from high school and attend
college.
• Parents gain a sense for accomplishments from their children's
success.
• Learning is strengthened as parents share their values and high
expectations for their children.

11
• Children learn good study habits by reading with parents, following a
daily homework routine, watching television wisely, and being
involved in enriching activities (p171 ).
The most important support a child can receive comes from his or her
family. Parent's active involvement and support is critical to their child's
success in school. Their support is more important to academic success than is
the child's I.Q., economic status, or school setting (Henderson & Berla, 1994).
When schools recognize parent roles and responsibilities, they are saying "We
value you and need your input" (U.S. Department of Education, 1995). Schools
and teachers are the obvious link to initiate parent involvement and encourage
family literacy. Teachers serve as professional resources. Along with their
schools, teachers should attempt to actively involve their community in
classroom and school projects, this is an essential and exciting first step toward
creating a successful family literacy program (Enz & Searfoss, 1996).
Parent should keep informed of what is going on in the classroom even if
they are unable to physically be there. One way to find out what's happening is
to ask the child about their day. Parents should pose open ended questions to
their children, for example, "Tell me about your day." Asking open ended
questions helps provide younger children with opportunities to expand their
language skills and forces older students to respond with more than the typical
one word answers, yes or no.
According to Canter and Canter, parents can also keep themselves
informed about classroom happenings through the use of their children's
homework. Homework is a great opportunity for parents to get involved in their
child's educational experiences (Canter & Canter, 1991). Children whose
parents help them at home and stay in touch with schools tend to score higher
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than children of similar aptitude and family background whose parents weren't
involved (Henderson, 1987). The job of being a parent isn't an easy one. It
takes time, patience, effort, and love. Parents need to know that their family
involvement is a process, not a program of activities. It requires ongoing energy
and effort by all partners and must be considered an essential element of
education (Epstein, 1983).
When parents, schools, and communities come together to support
children, and ultimately the community itself, they help to build a place where
children achieve more in school, schools and families support and better relate
to one another, and where attitudes toward life long learning are embraced
and welcomed by families (Stricht & McDonald, 1989). It's never too late- nor
too early- for parents to take an interest in their familiy's education.

FAMILY LITERACY
What is family literacy? Traditionally, the idea of literacy has extended to
an individual's ability to read his or her own language. In the last two decades,
multiple kinds of literacies have been examined, for example, computer literacy
and musical literacy. But relatively new thinking is emerging about the concept
of family literacy.
There are as many definitions for family literacy as there are books to
read. "We have a problem in that this phrase 'family literacy' is used differently
by many different people. People have slapped the term on any activity that
involves a parent, a book, and a kid" (Topping, 1997). The Family Literacy
Commission of the International Reading Association (1996) developed these
suggested components in helping to define "family literacy'':
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1-

Family literacy encompasses the ways parents, children,
arid extended family members use literacy at home and in
their community.

2-

Family literacy occurs naturally during the routines of daily
living and helps adults and children "get things done."

3-

Examples of family literacy might include using drawings or
writings to share ideas; composing notes or letters to
communicate messages; keeping records; making lists;
reading and following directions; or sharing stories and
ideas through conversation, reading and writing.

4-

Family literacy may be initiated purposefully by a parent, or
may occur spontaneously as parents and children go about
the business of their daily lives.

5-

Family literacy activities may be initiated by outside
institutions or agencies. These activities are often intended
to support the acquisition and development of school-like
literacy behaviors of parents, children, and families.

6-

Family literacy activities may also reflect the ethnic, racial or
heritage of the families involved.

7-

Family literacy activities initiated by outside agencies may
include family storybook reading, completing homework
assignments, or writing essays or reports (FLC, 1996).

One component in most child centered literacy programs are the parents.
Most of the keys to a child's future success are held by their parents (Come &
Fredericks, 1995; Wilson-Morningstar, 1999). Most parents want to support
their children and help them to succeed, but this is difficult if they don't have
basic literacy skills themselves. In many homes where parents have low
literacy skills they are often unable to participate as thoroughly in, and support
the academic activities of their children. Often times it is difficult for families to
model learning as an important value, and this can have a negative influence
on the child's literacy learning to the point of perpetuating intergenerational
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illiteracy (National Family Literacy of Alberta, 1995). Parents who need to
increase their literacy skills, can often times be motivated to participate in
programs for the sake of their children more easily than in an adult-only
program (Morrow & Paratore, 1993). Improving the parenting and basic literacy
skills of adults often helps to foster learning and literacy among their children
(Neuman, Caperelli, & Kee, 1998).
Overall, family literacy is not something that can be "done" to people or is
about changing people but rather offering choices, support, hope, and
opportunities for families (Neuman, Caperelli, & Kee, 1998). As far back as
1908 educators in the United States were suggesting that a child's learning in
school begins with parents reading to them at home (Morrow & Paratore, 1993).
That thought hasn't changed yet. In the 1995, a report from the United States
Department of Education suggested four things parents can control that explain
up to 91 % of the difference in their child's reading achievement as the:
• child's attendance at school
• variety of available reading materials in the home
• amount of television children watch
• amount of time parents read to children (U.S. Dept. of Ed., 1995)
The collaborative partnership between home and school is essential if
all children are to reap the benefits of literacy training now, as well as
throughout their lives (Come & Fredericks, 1995). An effective family literacy
program can be made up of a stable, collaborative staff with varied credentials,
parents, and children (families). The key is collaboration (DeBruin-Parecki,
Paris, & Siendenburg, 1997).
At the completion of one family literacy program one family commented
that, "Together we open the world piece by piece. It's a world with many roads
to choose, and I want to show (my children] all the different roads"
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(Neuman,Caperelli, & Kee, 1998). Family literacy learning is a matter of "small
wins." Gains in family literacy can more aptly be descried as "short stacks of
small wins" (Neuman, Caperelli, & Kee, 1998) .

. SUMMARY
Families play a crucial part in their child's education. Young readers are
able to achieve more when their parents are able to fill four roles as: teacher,
supporters, advocates, and decision-makers. Most families are willing to assist
their children if they know how. It is vital for schools and communities to take
appropriate steps to inform and teach parents what they can do to facilitate their
children's learning and to understand that their contributions are critical to these
young readers' achievements. One way to disseminate and communicate
information to parents on ways they can positively affect their child's learning is
through the use of workshops.
Richard W. Riley, former U.S. Secretary of Education, said to a group of
business leaders on the topic of education,
"Better Education is Everybody's Business."

CHAPTER THREE
PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF THE PROJECT

The ability to read and comprehend literature fluently is a life skill all
children should aspire to achieve. Reading is a part of our everyday life.
Reading is required when driving, cooking, shopping, and even when paying
bills. Words and messages are everywhere. As adults being literate is essential
to making correct choices. Modeling for children behaviors that reinforce the
importance of reading is a critical piece in helping to build for future successes.
The purpose of this project was to develop four workshops that would
help promote reading within the family. Along with promoting reading, the
workshops provide families with information, resources, techniques, and
strategies they can use to foster and nurture a love of literacy as a family.
Research on parent-community-school involvement, family literacy, and
ways for parents to assist their children with reading were reviewed. The
collection of the research began early in the Fall of 1998. As part of the
research, the researcher attended two workshops. The first was a practitioners
workshop sponsored by Washington State Department of Education dealing
with the topic of parent-community-school involvement. The second workshop
was sponsored by the Kent Area Council Parent Teacher Association, and also
dealt with issues of parent-community-school involvement. During both
workshops presenters shared ideas and research that stressed the need for
parents and communities to become involved in schools. Ideas on ways to
increase involvement were solicited from participants and in turn were shared
with one another.
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An ERIC search was also conducted in which the above named topics
were researched. Relevant articles were then located and collected through the
Research Library Periodicals Database and through microfiche searches. Local
public libraries, school faculty resources, and local book stores were also
utilized to aid in locating additional books and resources on the subjects.
Online research was conducted as well. Relevant information found at
sites on the internet were printed or downloaded for use in the project. Visits to
the United States Department of Education's online website provided a source
of hard-copied research and resources for the researcher. The topic was further
investigated by the researcher through the discussions of the project with
colleagues. Ideas and insights were exchanged and additional books and
articles were collected including an article (taken from a back-to-school series
of articles run by The Seattle Times, 1998) on the topic of "Raising A Reader."
All research was carefully read, digested, and used to develop the formal
review of literature. A series of four parent workshops, entitled "Teacher Tricks
a.k.a. Parent Tools: Workshops to Promote Family Literacy," were written and
developed. The following criteria were used in their development:
1.

Workshops should provide families with information on the
importance of family literacy.

2.

Workshops should be considered resources to help foster
family literacy.

3.

Each workshop should provide techniques and
strategies that help to promote family literacy.

4.

Participating families will be given the use of trade books
to allow for practice of shared family reading.

5.

Workshops should be welcoming, comfortable, and
enjoyable for all participants.
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6.

All handouts, worksheets, materials must be copy ready
prior to each workshop.

7.

Opportunities for family (child and adult participants)
feedback, to improve future workshops, must be included.

After conducting research and establishing the above criteria,
appropriate books were chosen for family reading. Selection criteria included:
appropriate level, up-lifting and engaging messages, and gender
representation of protagonists and authors. User friendly reading brochures,
designed to guide the readers through the text, were created. Each brochure
includes supplemental activities to enrich the reading of the text. Coordinating
media in which to write reflections were chosen, for example, in How to Eat
Fried Worms, children will write their reflections in a "cookbook."

In conclusion, chapter four will furnish specific outlines and materials that
are designed to be ready to use in each workshop. The workshops were
ultimately designed to provide information and activities for parents and
students that will promote and improve literacy within their families.

CHAPTER FOUR

(

THE PROJECT
Introduction

The following chapter contains the workshops and activities entitled, "Teacher
Tricks a.k.a. Parent Tools; Workshop Guide". The chapter is made up of four
workshops and their activities that encourage families to read and interact together to
increase their family's literacy. The four workshops have been scheduled for one
during each of the months of October, January, March, and May of the 1999-2000
school year.
During each workshop all participating families will be given a pair of the same
trade books to read as a family, as well as a supplemental assignment that will be
used to reinforce family reading and skills. Families will be expected to read the book
and complete the assignment together prior to the next workshop. They will be asked
to share their opinions about the book they've read, discuss it's plot, and explore their
assignment with the rest of the group.
This chapter is organized by workshop. Prior to the first workshop, the guide
includes an introductory letter to classroom parents inviting them to participate in the
workshops and a confirmation letter. The remainder of the guide is organized around
each of the workshops and their activities. Itineraries follow the workshop title pages.
Handouts, notes, and overhead masters are arranged in order by the workshop
itinerary.
An evaluation is included for use at the conclusion of workshop four. The intent
of the evaluation is to help guide users collect feedback from participants to improve
future family literacy workshops.
19
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PRIOR TO WORKSHOPS

Initial parent invitation letters (P-3) are scheduled to go home with third grade
families during the "Back to School Meet and Greet" (open house) in the fall of 1999.
· Families are asked to fill out and return the bottom portion of their letters. Phone calls
will be made to families that are serviced by the school's Title 1 Reading Program to
encourage their family's participation in the workshops. Upon the collection of
responses, those families who respond favorably will be sent a confirmation letter
(P-4) thanking them for their participation. A week prior to the each workshop a
reminder notice (P-11) will be sent home to participating families.

Springbrook Elementary
Kent, WA 98031

P-3

(
Dear Parents,
You are encouraged and invited to join a new program that our class will be starting this
year. It is called Mr. Martin's "Family Book Club". This program is for you and your child to to join
together. The club will meet four times during the school year and is absolutely free. At each of the
club meetings we will share tips on reading, discuss upcoming reading events, as well as be given
a family chapter book to read together. At the following meetings you and your child, along with
others, will discuss the book and the elements in the story you and your child enjoyed. This is a
wonderful opportunity to increase quality time with your child, model the importance of reading, as
well as help your child improve in their reading skills.
Our first Family Book Club meeting has been scheduled for Tuesday, October 5, 1999 at
7:00 pm in the Springbrook Library. If you are unable to attend you may send another adult relative
to participate with your child such as a grandparent, aunt, or uncle. The important thing is that your
mjly has the opportunity to participate, learn, and show your child that reading is fun for the whole
family!
So that I can make arrangements for our meeting, please fill out the bottom portion of the
form and return it to school with your child. Thank you and I look forward to working with you and
your child this school year!
Sincerely,
Mr. Martin

Family Book Club

D

Our family is excited about joining the Family Book Club. Listed below are the names
of the family members that will be joining our child at the first meeting.

D

Unfortunately we are unable to join at this time.

Child's Name

Adult Family Merrt>er Name(s)

Springbrook Elementary
Kent, WA 98031

P-4

September 23, 1999
Dear Family,
Thank you for expressing your interest in joining me for the first ever
Mr. Martin's Family Book Club! I look forward to meeting and working with you
and your child. It should be a lot of fun! In preparation for the first meeting on
October 5th at 7:00 pm in the Springbrook Library, take time to brainstorm
things that makes a student "cool" in 3rd grade. Please list both yours and your
child's ideas on the same piece of paper and be prepared to bring it with you to
the first meeting. This is in preparation for the first book that we will be reading.
Once again I am truly excited to have you take part in this wonderful
opportunity and look forward to seeing you then.

Sincerely,

Mr. Martin

P-5

reacher roots
Workshop
1

P-6

Teacher Tool
Workshop 1
Outline
7:00 - 7:10

Welcome with drinks and snacks

7:10- 7:25

Read the story:
The Little Old Man Who Couldn't Read
By
Irma Simonton-Black

7:25 -7:30

Purpose/Importance of Family reading

7:30- 7:45

Share the Tricks:
• From the Little Old Man:
"When you get stuck on a word"
• 5 Finger Test
• Parent Tips

7:45- 8:05

Ask Parents and Kids to share their lists of things
that make a kid "Cool".
Make a master sheet of all the "Cool" criteria

8:05 - 8:15

Introduce the book:
How To Be Cool In the Third Grade
by
Betsy Duffey

8:15- 8:25

Explain the family book assignment (Family Spiral)

8:25- 8:30

Explain what Family Reading Night is on
October 29th

8:30

Farewell and family package pickup
Included in each package:
2- Books
1- Brochure
1- Themed Homework Spiral
1- Homework Definition page
1- Next meeting reminder

(
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WORKSHOP 1 PREPARATION
Prior to workshop 1
The facilitator should have collected:
2 copies per family of How to be Cool in the Third Grade
Cups
Beverages
Napkins
Cookies
Gallon size zip lock bags (one per family)
The facilitator should have made overheads of:
"When You Get Stuck On A Word"
5 Finger Test
Parent Tips 1
Cover sheet of How to be Cool in the Third Grade
The facilitator should have made 1 copy of each per family:
Brochure I
Homework definitions page
Next meeting reminder
The facilitator should have assembled 1 copy per family:
Themed homework spiral
Once the above has been finished, the following should be placed into
the zip lock bags:
2- Copies of the book
1- Brochure I
1- Themed homework spiral
1- Homework definition page
1- Next meeting reminder
The bags will be distributed at the end of the workshop 1.

P-8
WORKSHOP 1 ACTIVITIES
ITINERARY DESCRIPTIONS

7 :00

Welcome with Drinks and Snacks
Facilitator should meet and greet families as they arrive. During
this time participants will be able to help themselves to
refreshments.

7: 10

Read the Story
Facilitator should begin the workshop with the story:
The Little Old Man Who Couldn't Read
by
Irma Simonton-Black

7:25

Purpose/Importance of Family Reading
(Did You Know?)

(P12-P14)

Facilitator should share the overhead (Did You Know?) on
Purpose/Importance of family reading and family involvement.

7:30

Share the Tricks:

(P-15)

From the Little Old Man:
"When You Get Stuck on a Word"
Overhead (OH) should be shared as to what tricks a parent
and a child can do if they come to a word that they get
"stuck" on.

5 Finger Test

(P-16)

The 5 Finger Test is a simple test that parents can use to
see if a book is in the independent reading level of the
child. If the book is too hard then it is a book that needs to
be shared with a parent as the reader.

P-9

Parent Tips 1

(P-17)

These are suggestions, tips, and ideas that parents can use
to help improve reading and writing within their families.
"Parent Tips" appear in every workshop.

7:45

Sharing of "Cool" Things Lists
Parents and children will share their lists of the things that
they have brainstormed together prior to coming to the first
workshop. The ideas will be collected and combined into
one list and saved and revisited again after reading of our
first Family Book Club novel.

8:05

Introduce Family Book Club Novel #1

(P-18)

How to be Cool in theThird Grade by Betsy Duffey is the
first novel that the Family Book Club will read. The
facilitator should take predictions about the book based on
the overhead of the cover of the book. (It is recommended
that the facilitator keeps the synopsis covered during the
introduction). If time permits, predictions can and should be
elicited from the families.

8:15

Family Book Assignment (Family Spiral)(P-19)
The family spiral is the families homework to do as they
read along the story. An activity similar to this one will
accompany each book read in the Family Book Club. The
family spiral is a small spiral note book, similar to the one
the main character uses in the story, that has been
preassembled with topics throughout the spiral that need to
be identified. These are due completed at the next meeting
of the Family Book Club. (For families that may not
understand the elements of a story a definition page is
included in the Family Package that will be given out as
they leave.)

8:25

Explain Family Reading Night

(P-21)

Family Reading Night on October 29th is a night that has
been set aside for families to turn off the television and
spend time together reading and doing family activities,
such as board games, and cards.

P-10

8:30

Farewell & Family Package Pick-Up
Families are excused and asked to pick-up the
preassembled packages that contain 2- Books, 1- Brochure
of the "Advice", 1-Themed homework spiral, 1- Homework
definition page, 1- Next meeting reminder.
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t\ext Tuescto,, Oc.tober 6th ot 7:00 ?,1'1. in
)?rinibroo\c-. f\enentor,·s \ibror, is our \c-.ic.\c-. off for
/;r. /;ortin's:

"fAHIL, tJOO" CLUtJ/"
I \oo\c-. forworct to seeini ,ou there! Don't foriet to
brini ,our \ist of suiiestions of "Thinis thot no\c-.e
,ou COOL in 3rct irocte." See ,o there!
-/;r. Hortin

(
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DID YOU KNOW?
.Positive effects when parents show that
they value and take an active interest in
their child's education as being:
• Parent's communication with their
children improves.
• Children earn higher grades and
test scores.
• Children have better school
attendance and get in less trouble.
• Children are more likely to graduate
from high school and attend
college.
• Parents gain a sense for
accomplishments from their
children's success.

P-13

• Learning is strengthened as parents
share their values and high
expectations for their children.
• Children learn good study habits by
reading with parents, following a
daily homework routine, watching
television wisely, and being
involved in enriching activities.
The most important support a child
can receive comes from the home and
family. Parent's active involvement and
support is critical to their child's success
in school. Their support is more important
to academic success than is the child's
I.Q., economic status, or school setting

(Henderson & Berla, 1995).

P-14

United States Department of Education
suggested four things that parents can
control that explain up to 91 °/o of the
difference in their child's reading
achievement as being:
• child's attendance at school
• the variety of available reading
materials in the home
• the amount of television children
watch
• the amount of time parents read to
children
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Advic..e f ron the L;tt\e 0\9'
tro.n Who ( ou\q'n't Reo.q':
Helping your child when they're stuck on a word.

1.

Read around the word for clues.

2.

Skip the word and read on.
(Do you still understand the story?)

3.

Reread the confusing part.

4.

Sound the word out.

5.

Replace the word with a familiar
word.

6.

Look the word up in the
dictionary.

Illustration taken from the story Tbc
Illustrated by Seymour Fleishman.

Little Old Mn Who Couldn't Repd by

Irma Simonton Black,

Please note: An image on this page was redacted due to copyright concerns.

P-16

T -~ u@

m
CDW~Ftt~t CiliJW@
1. Ask your child to read aloud the first page of
the book to you while you read it to yourself.
2. For each word they don't know, raise 1 finger.
3. At the end of the page, see how many fingers
you have raised.
4. If you have LESS than 5 fingers raised, the book
is a good choice.

5. If you have MORE than 5 fingers raised, the
book is too difficult for them to read alone-A parent could read it with them.

P-17

Reading Tips for
Parents and Kids
1. Limit television viewing. Discuss the
shows your child is watching; you can
do this by asldng questions like:
- What is your favorite part and why?
- What would you do in that situation
and why?
- What do you think will happen next?
2. Provide a quiet place for your child
to read and do homework.
3 . Set aside a special daily reading time.
Everyone in the family reads something
of their choice. Be sure your child sees
you reading, too!

wkshn #1
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Duffey, Betsy, 1993. How to Be Cool in the Third Grade.
New York, New York. Penguin Publishing Company.

Copyright ©1993, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Please note: Content on this page was redacted due to copyright concerns.
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Below are listed the headings that would appear in the Family
Themed Homework Spiral.

Character,:;:
. P..e:.solvt1ob/S0lve:d:
three: 1h1b9,s I
Ne:e:d lo Do lo
Be: Cool:
tdle::

Cr£11q, ve::
5tvdents lhovghts
ctPovt the Poot,..:

Avthor:
f\-dvlts thovghts
ctPovt the Poot,..:

lUv.strcttor:

lrme:
Plctce::

ProPle'I():
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Homework Term Definitions
Author:

The person who wrote the

.book.
Characters:

People or animals that the
story is mostly about.

critique:

Your opinion of the book.

Ilh1strator:

The person who drew the
pictures.

Plot:

What the problem is in the
story and the events that take
place to solve it.

Resolution:

How the problem is solved.

setting:

Where and When the story
takes place.

Title:

The name of the book.

P-21

M~ke YOUR F ~Mi\y ~
Re~ding F ~Mi\y\
Join us for
F ~Mi\y Re~ding Night
October 29, 1999

Please note: Content on this page was redacted due to copyright concerns.
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Please note: Content on this page was redacted due to copyright concerns.

"CanYOU Help
Me find A Book?"
~

a.•

Tips For Selecting The Right Book
•
Here are some helpful tips to determine if the
book your child wants to read is at an
appropriate reading level:

Advic.e fron the
Litt\e O\d Non \vho
(ou\dn't Reod:
Helping your child when they're
stuck on a word.

@Em

1.

Limit television viewing. Discuss the
shows your child is watching; you can
do this by asking questions like:
- What is your favorite part and why?
- What would you do in that
situation and why?
- What do you think will happen
next?

2.

Provide a quiet place for your child
to read and do homework.

3.

Set aside a special daily reading time.
Everyone in the family reads something of their choice. Be sure your
child sees you reading, too!

0

~[ili]@)@
1.

Ask your child to read aloud the first page of
the book to you while you read it to
yourself.

1. Read around the word for clues.
2.

2. Skip the word and read on.
(Do you still understand the
story?)

Reading Tips for
Parents and Kids

For each word they don't know, raise
1 finger.

3.

At the end of the page, see how many
fingers you have raised.

4.

If you have LESS. than 5 fingers raised,
the book is a good choice.

5.

If you have MORE than 5 fingers
raised, the book is too difficult
for them to read atone- A parent
could read it with them.

3. Reread the confusing part.
4. Sound the word out.
5. Replace the word with a familiar
word.
6. Look th~ word up in the
dictiO},-£y.

Mcike YOUR F ciMily ci
Reciding FciMilyl

Join U5 for
F ciMily Reciding Night
October 29, ·~9
'-'
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reacher rool'5
Wort"'5hop
~

P-25

Teacher Tool
Workshop 2
Outline
7:00 - 7:10

Welcome with drinks and snacks

7:10 - 7:30

Share the Tricks:
• Ideas for incorporating reading & writing
"Reading & Writing Go Hand in Hand"
• Reading Tips for Parents & Kids

7:30- 8:15

Remind ourselves of list of "Cool" criteria
from wkshp 1
Begin discussing the book: How to Be Cool. ..
• Use the discussion Q's to help encourage
dialogue
• Use Homework Spirals to assist with
dialogue

8:15- 8:25

Introduce the book:
The Landry News
by
Andrew Clements

8:15 - 8:25

Explain the family book assignment (Martin News)

8:25 - 8:30

Explain the "Book Worm Club"

8:30

Farewell and family package pickup
Included in each package:
2- Books
1- Brochure II
1- "The Martin News"
1- "More Books by Betsy Duffey" page
1- Next meeting reminder

(
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WORKSHOP 2 PREPARATION
Prior to workshop 2
The facilitator should have collected:
2 copies per family of The

Landry News

cups
Beverages
Napkins
Cookies
Gallon size zip lock bags (one per family)
The facilitator should have made overheads of:
Reading & Writing Go Hand in Hand
Parent Tips 2
Cover sheet of The Landry News
List of the "Cool Things" from last workshop
The facilitator should have made 1 copy of each per family:
Brochure II
More Books By Betsy Duffey
Next meeting reminder
The Martin News
Once the above has been finished, the following should be placed into
the zip lock bags:
2- Copies of the book
1- Brochure II
1- The Martin News
1- More Books By Betsy Duffey
1- Next meeting reminder
The bags will be distributed at the end of the workshop 2.
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WORKSHOP 2 ACTIVITIES
ITINERARY DESCRIPTIONS

7 :00

Welcome with Drinks and Snacks
Prior to the start the facilitator should have a designated book
drop-off spot for the returning of this workshops books. Facilitator
should meet and greet families as they arrive. During this time
participants will be able to help themselves to refreshments.

7: 1 O

Share the Tricks:
Reading & Writing go Hand in Hand

(P-31 - P-33)

Facilitator should use the OH with parents and children as
they go through the activities that parents try to help
encourage children to become excited about writing.

Parent Tips 2

(P-34)

These are suggestions, tips, and ideas that parents can use
to help improve reading and writing within their families.
"Parent Tips" appear in every workshop.

7:30

Book Sharing & Discussion
"Cool Things" list
Facilitator should remind parents and children of the things
that they came to the last Family Book Club meeting and
shared as things that they thought made someone "cool" in
third grade. This can be used to begin the discussion of the
book, How to be Cool in the Third Grade.

Homework Spirals
Homework Spirals should be used at sometime during the
book discussion. This shows the parents and children their
importance. The spirals are also something that can help
add to the discussion of the book, How to be Cool in the
Third Grade.

P-28

Discussion Questions

(P-35)

Starter discussion questions have been written to assist the
facilitator in carrying on the book sharing. Discussion
questions appear at every workshop where a book is being
reviewed.

8:15

Introduce Family Book Club Novel #2

(P-36)

The Landry News by Andrew Clements is the second novel
that the Family Book Club will read. The facilitator should
take predictions about the book based on the overhead of
the cover of the book. (It is recommended that the facilitator
keeps the synopsis covered during the introduction). If time
permits, predictions can and should be elicited from the
families.

8:25

Family Book Assignment (The Martin News)
(P-37 - 38)
The Martin News is a factious newspaper that will work as
the families homework to do as they read along the story.
The activities on the backside of The Martin News are
similar to those found in the Family Spiral, which was used
during the reading of How to be Cool in the Third Grade.
There will be a similar activity to accompany each book that
is read in the Family Book Club. The Martin News is a
newspaper that is similar to the one the main character
writes in the story. The backside should be used to help
families identify the important elements of the story. These
are due completed at the next meeting of the Family Book
Club.

8:25

Explain the "Book Worm Club"

(P-39)

The Book Worm Club is where all students in the class are
called between the hours of 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
sporadically during the week by their teacher. If the child is
"caught'' reading when the teacher calls then the child is
able to become a member of the Book Worm Club. Each
Book Worm Club member receives a certificate and their
name is entered once for every time they are caught
reading for prizes, such as bookmarks, popcorn pass,
books, etc.
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8:30

Farewell & Family Package Pick-Up
Families are excused and asked to pick-up the
preassembled packages that contain 2- Books, 1- Martin
News, 1- Brochure of the "Advice" II, 1- Next meeting
reminder, 1- "More Books by Betsy Duffey" page.
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\'\ext Tuescto,, Jonuor, 26th ot 7:00 y>.H. In
)y>rir.8,brooK t\eHentor,·s \ibror, is our next c.\ub
Heetini for hr. hortin's:

"fANIL, fJOOk. CLUfJ!"
I \ooK forworct to seeini ,ou there! Oon't foriet to
brini ,our boo~s, t'ow to be (oo\ in the ':Jrd G:rode,

or.ct ,our sy>iro\ noteboo" c.oHy>\etect. )ee ,o

-hr. Hortin

there!
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~eddih6 & Wl'itih6
Go Udhd ih Udhd
1. Family Stories- Get Grandma, or an Aunt,
or Uncle involved. Have them share stories
about themselves and other memories. Have
the children play the part of a "reporter" by
writing out the stories to create a book. Add
family photos to create the finished product.
2. Journals- Many stores sell diaries and
journals. You may either buy one or use a
spiral notebook for one. Carry on written
conversations over time with your child. This
works well especially if you are a working
parent. It allows you another way to
communicate with your child, ask questions
about their day, and helps to create a better
reader and writer.
Wkshp 2/pg 1
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3. Postcard Tag- Involve a friend or relative to
play a lovely game of Postcard Tag. This
game begins by having your child send a
letter inviting the person to play. In the
letter they need to include the rules of the
game. Players are to send postcards to each
other of objects that must be in A, B, C
order. The first person to complete the
alphabet is the winner. This game will
reinforce letter and sound recognition,
alphabetical order, and provides writing
practice. It will also help create a loving and
closer relationship with the other player.
4. What's Cookin'?- Have your child help you
plan a meal. Let them create the menu and
make of list of groceries that will be needed
for the meal. Have them write out the
recipes and read them back to you. Lastly
create your meal and enjoy it!
Wkshp 2/pg 2
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5. Dear Editor- Read a letter to the editor
from your local newspaper. Discuss the issue
with your child and have them compose a
letter to be sent to the editor in support or
in response to the topic discussed.

(

Wkshp 2/pg 3
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Reading Tips for
Parents and Kids
1. Get a library card and find time to make
frequent trips for books. Inquire about
community activities that encourage reading and
teaming.
2. Talk about the books your child is reading. Ask
"thinking" questions such as:
- What is your favorite part and why?
- What would you do in that situation and
why?
- What do you think will happen next?
3. Have your child help sort the mail.
4. Read at bedtime.

wkshp #2
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How to Be Cool in the Third Grade
Discussion Starter Questions
1)

(

The mirror on the cover of the book, How to Be Cool in the Third
Grade, reflects a different boy than is standing in front of it.·
· · Why do you suppose the illustrator portrayed the cover this
way?

2)

Robbie wants to makes some changes for third grade. What are
some of the changes that he wants to make? Do you think that
things he wants to change are important? Why?

3)

Why did he hide his Pretty Pony ruler?

4)

Is the character Bo Haney the kind of kid you'd want to be
friends with? Why?

5)

If you wanted to be a Book Buddy in Ms. Williams' class what
did you have to accomplish? What is the job of a Book
Buddy?

6)

Who did Mrs. York see at the store? What were they doing
there?

7)

What was Ms. Williams' reaction to Robbie's request about his
book buddy assignment?

8)

What is a Last Will and Testament? Why was Robbie writing
one?

9)

What did Robbie and Bo have in common?

10)

The author, Betsy Duffey, writes, "A ray of light came through
the window at the end of the hall and made a small yellow patch
on the floor at his feet (p66)." Why does she put this in the story
and what does it mean?

11)

How does Bo help Robbie?

12)

Ms. Williams said that Robbie was "smart, funny, and nice." Do
you agree? Why?

P-36

Clements, Andrew, 1999. Landry News, The. New York,
New York. Simon & Schuster Publishing.
SYNOPSIS:

Shelle Rosenfeld
Copyright© 1999, American Library Association. All rights reserved

Please note: Content on this page was redacted due to copyright concerns.
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Families proclaim,
''Reading is Fun-tastic!!!''
Kent, WAR e c e n t 1y
families in the Kent area of
Washington State, a suburb of
Seattle, have been taking part
in a program called
Mr. Martin's Family Book
Club.
The book club is
designed to have families
share in the reading of
wpnderful books together.
l( ,1 the finishing of the
books the families meet and
discuss the stories. "Reading
was always fun, but since my
Mom has joined me in reading
the books for the book club it
has become "Fun-tastic"!",
said Nathan Dalla Santa, a
member of the family book
club.
Mr.
Martin,
the
director of the club, said,
"There has only been one
problem since the program
started
in
September.
Recently I got a phone call
from a family doctor. He was
worried about his patient.
Apparently the patient was
suffering from severe "Eye
( 1ght", a condition that
can occur from the

(Picture of students reading to be inserted here)

Students in Mr. Martin's class are enjoying a book together.

intense reading of a good
book and forgetting to blink."
Martin claims that the
problem has been solved
though. The doctor has begun
providing eye drops for all
the participants which are
passed out at the end of each
club meeting.
One family Book
Club Member said, "It's the
most fun my daughter and I
have had in a long time. We
are both so excited about
reading we can hardly stop!"

Too Good To Miss
Book Pick
Actress Jamie Lee Curtis has more
talent than just acting. She recently
has begun to write children's books.
The Book Pick this week is called,
Today I Feel Silly & Other Mood~. It
is a wonderfully funny and
entertaining book. One all children
and most adults will enjoy.
page

1

Use the back of this newspaper to answer the following
questions:
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Name the following:

Name the Main Characters
l)~~~~~~~~

Title:

2)~~~~~~~~

Author:

3)~~~~~~~~

Illustrator:

---------

4) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _~
Where

is the Setting of the story?

5) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _~

Tel1 about the PLOT:
What was the problem? _ __

What were some of the events in
the story?

On a separate piece of paper
write a review of the book

THE LANDRY NEWS
It should be both the students
thoughts as well as the adults.

How wwi the problem so}yed?
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Don~t forget the
Book WorM Club
ste1rts
Februe1ry 7th

(
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More Books by
Family Book Club
Featured Authors
Betsy Duffey
(How to be Cool in the Third Grade)
Alien for Rent
Betsy Duffey, David Gaadt (Illustrator)

Lucky Christmas
Betsy Duffey, Leslie Morrill (Illustrator)

A Boy in the Doghouse
Betsy Duffey, Leslie Morrill (Illustrator)

Lucky in Left Field
Betsy Duffey, Leslie Morrill (Illustrator)

Camp Knock Knock Mystery, The
Betsy Duffey, Fiona Dunbar (Illustrator)

Lucky on the Loose
Betsy Duffey, Leslie Morrill (Illustrator)

Coaster
Betsy Duffey, Ellen Thompson (Illustrator)

Math Wiz, The
Betsy Duffey, Janet Wilson (Illustrator)

Cody's Secret Admirer
Betsy Duffey, Ellen Thompson (Illustrator)

Pet Patrol #01 :Puppy Love
Betsy Duffey, Susanna Natti (Illustrator)

Cody Unplugged
Betsy Duffey, Ellen Thompson (Illustrator)

Pet Patrol #02: Wild Things
Betsy Duffey, Susanna Natti (Illustrator)

Gadget War, The
Betsy Duffey, Janet Wilson (Illustrator)

Pet Patrol #3; Throw-Away Pets
Betsy Duffey, Susanna Natti (Illustrator)

Hey. New Kid!
Betsy Duffey, Ellen Thompson (Illustrator)

Spotlight on Cody
Betsy Duffey, Ellen Thompson (Illustrator)

How to Be Cool in the Third Grade
Betsy Duffey, Janet Wilson (Illustrator)

Utterly Yours, Booker Jones
Betsy Duffey
Virtual Cody
Betsy Duffey, Ellen Thompson (Illustrator)
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ltc,4dibt, & Wr-itibt, Go U4bd 1,-.. U4bd
While reading with your child is most
important, there are other activities that
can be done to help strengthen reading
skills. Writing is a skill tied to reading all
children should work on. Below you'll
find some activities that your whole family
can do together to create stronger family
ties are a whole lot of fun and increases
both writing and reading skills!

1. FamHy Stories- Get Grandma, or an
Aunt, or Uncle involved. Have them share
stories about themselves and other
memories. Have the children play the part
of a "reporter" by writing out the
stories to create a book. Add family
photos to create the finished product.
2.

3. Postcard Tag- Involve a friend or
relative to play a lovely game of Postcard
Tag. This game begins by having your
child send a letter inviting the person
to play. In the letter they need to include
the rules of the game. Players are to send
postcards to each other of objects that
must be in A, B, Corder. The first person
to complete the alphabet is the winner.
This game will reinforce letter and sound
recognition, alphabetical order, and
provides writing practice. It will also help
create a loving and closer relationship
with the other player.
4.

journals. You may either buy one or use a
spiral notebook for one. Carry on written
conversations over time with your child.
This works well especially if you are a
working parent. It allows you another way
to communicate with your child, ask
questions about their day, and helps to
create a better reader and writer.

5.

1.

Get a library card and find time to
make frequent trips to for books.
Inquire about community activities
that encourage reading and learning.

2.

Talk about the books your child is
reading. Ask "thinking" questions
such as:
- What is your favorite part and
why?
- What would you do in that
situation and why?
- What do you think will happen
next?

3.

Have your child help sort the mail.

4.

Read at bedtime.

What's Cookin'?- Have your child help
you plan a meal. Let them create the
menu and make of list of groceries that
will be needed for the meal. Have them
write out the recipes and read them back
to you. Lastly create your meal and enjoy
it!

Journals- Many stores sell diaries and

Reading Tips for
Parents and Kids

Dear Editor-

Read a letter to the editor
from your local newspaper. Discuss the
issue with your child and have them
compose a letter to be sent to the editor
in support or in response to the topic
discussed.

Don't forget the

Book WorM Club
stcirts
Februciry 7th

"O
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Teacher Tool
Workshop 3
Outline
7:00 - 7:10

Welcome with drinks and snacks
• Quote on Reading & Family
- John Stanford's Quote

7:10 - 7:30

Share the Tricks:
• The importance of poetry
"How to use poetry"
• Reading Tips for Parents & Kids

7:30- 8:15

Begin discussing the book: The Landry News
• Use the discussion Q's to help encourage
dialogue
• Use Homework, The Martin News to assist
with dialogue

8:15 - 8:30

Introduce the book:
How to Eat Fried Worms
by
Thomas Rockwell
Explain the family book assignment (Cookbook)

8:30

Farewell and family package pickup
Included in each package:
2- Books
1- Brochure Ill
1- "Cookbook"
1- "More Books by Andrew Clements"
page
1- Next meeting reminder
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WORKSHOP 3 PREPARATION
Prior to workshop 3
The facilitator should have collected:
2 copies per family of How to Eat Fried Worms
Cups
Beverages
Napkins
Cookies
Gallon size zip lock bags (one per family)
The facilitator should have made overheads of:
John Stanford Quote
How Poetry Can Help!
Parent Tips 3
Cover sheet of How to Eat Frjed Worms
The facilitator should have made 1 copy of each per family:
Brochure 111
More Books By Andrew Clements
Next meeting reminder
The facilitator should have assembled 1 copy per family:
Themed homework cookbook
Once the above has been finished, the following should be placed into
the zip lock bags:
2- Copies of the book
1- Brochure 111
1- More Books By Andrew Clements
1- Themed homework cookbook
1- Next meeting reminder
The bags will be distributed at the end of the workshop 3.
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WORKSHOP 3 ACTIVITIES
ITINERARY DESCRIPTIONS

7:00

Welcome with Drinks and Snacks

(P-49)

Prior to the start the facilitator should have a designated book
drop-off spot for the returning of this workshops books. Facilitator
should have the quote by John Stanford on overhead for
participants to read as they enter the room. Facilitator should
meet and greet families as they arrive. During this time
participants will be able to help themselves to refreshments.

7: 10

Share the Tricks:
"How to use Poetry"

(P-50 - P-51)

Facilitator should use the OH with parents and children as
they go through the reasons why poetry is important with
parents.

Parent Tips 3

(P-52)

These are suggestions, tips, and ideas that parents can use
to help improve reading and writing within their families.
"Parent Tips" appear in every workshop.

7:30

Book Sharing & Discussion
The Martin News Homework
The Martin News homework should be used at sometime
during the book discussion. This shows the parents and
children its importance. The homework can also be use to
help add to the discussion of the book, The Landi:y News.

Discussion Questions

(P-53)

Starter discussion questions have been written to assist
facilitator in carrying on the book sharing. Discussion
questions appear at every workshop where a book is being
reviewed.

P-47

8:15

Introduce Family Book Club Novel #3

(P-54)

How to Eat Fried Worms by Thomas Rockwell is the third
novel that the Family Book Club will read. The facilitator
should take predictions about the book based on the
overhead of the cover of the book. (It is recommended that
the facilitator keeps the synopsis covered during the
introduction). If time perrnits, predictions can and should be
elicited from the families.

8:25

Family Cookbook Assignment

(P-55)

The family cookbook is the family's homework to do as they
read along the story. An activity similar to this one will
accompany each book read in the Family Book Club. The
family cookbook is a small note book that has been
preassembled with topics throughout the cookbook that
need to be identified. These are due completed at the next
meeting of the Family Book Club.
One page of the cookbook is dedicated to having a family
dessert recipe written down. The recipes will be collected
and made into a Family Book Club Dessert Cookbook.

8:30

Farewell & Family Package Pick-Up
Families are excused and asked to pick-up the
preassembled packages that contain 2- Books, 1- Themed
homework cookbook, 1- Brochure of the "Advice" Ill, 1- Next
meeting reminder, 1- "More Books by Andrew Clements"
page.

(
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-auo±e on
Readin.9 &- families:
When children learn from
their parents that readin9 is
important, thej' discover
that readin9 is fun and
pleasurable- and thej' are
more successful in school.
11

11

-John '5tanford
'5eattle Public '5chool
'5uperintendent

wkshp3/pgl
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fio\v Poeti=~
Cou fie~p!
lo It teaches about syllables through
the use of rhythm.

2.o It often helps children learn sound
patterns, which sometimes can be a
clue for spelling words.

3o It can teach an alternative way of
expressing yourself.

4-o It can help children learn about
comparisons between things (similes
and metaphors).
wkshp#3/pg 1
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5o Poems with rhymes can often be
predictable and help reinforce
patterning in writing.
fDo It is an opportunity to expose your

child to another form of
writing/reading that he/she can be
successful at.

lo IP oetry often is put

to music, which
can be an excellent way to
memorize important information.

60 It's flJIN!!

wkshp#3/pg2
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Reading Tips for
Parents and Kids
1. Share your love and enthusiasm of books,
learning, and reading!
2. Play word games with your child. Do
crossword puzzles and play games such as
Hangman, Scrabble, Boggle, and Upwards.
3 . Give your child books as gifts.
4. Let your child help you get ready for a trip
by reading maps and information about your
family's destination.

wkshp3/pg1
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The Landry News
Discussion Starter Questions
1)

What did the students in the class think of Cara in the beginning
of the story? Give some examples from the story.

2)

What do the parents think of Mr. Larson? Do you agree with
them? Would you want to be in his class?

3)

How did Mr. Larson feel when he read Cara's first edition of
The Landry News? How did Cara feel about it? How did her
fellow classmates feel about it? How did her mother feel about?

4)

Why was Cara nervous about seeing Mr. Larson after the first
issue of The Landry News was posted?

5)

Describe the relationship Mr. Larson has with Dr. Barnes.

6)

Mr. Larson taught the students about the Bill of Rights and the
First Amendment. Why did he teach the children about this?

7)

Why does the name of the paper change? What would you
have named it? Why?

8)

Do you think it was the right choice for the Cara and the others
on the newspaper staff to run the article, "Lost and Found"?
Why?

9)

Why do you suppose the school board voted the way it did?
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Rockwell, Thomas. 1973. How to Eat Fried Worms.
New York, New York; Dell Publishing.
ISBN: 0-440-44545-0
SYNOPSIS:

Booklist.

Please note: Content on this page was redacted due to copyright concerns.

P-55

Below are listed the headings that would appear in the Family
Themed Homework Spiral.

0 ba.rade.r;i:

Rlot:

!family ~eci pe

Rroblem:

ifitle:
~utbO!':

~e;iol utio o/jolved:

1lluiliator:

'-'titiaue:
'

5/ettiog:

5,tudeot:i ifbougbt:i
about tbe booJs:

lime:
i>sd ul16 tbougb16
about tbe booJs:

P-56

More Books by
Family Book Club
Featured Authors
Andrew Clements
(The Landry News)
Allegra's Window #9: Music Time, Any
Time!
Andrew Clements, Tom Leigh (Illustrator)

Go for the Mold!
Andrew Clements,
Matthew Stoddart (Illustrator)

Big Al
Andrew Clements, Yoshi (Illustrator)

Hey Dad. Could I Borrow Your Hammer
Andrew Clements,
Jackie Snider (Illustrator)

Billy & the Bad Teacher
Andrew Clements,
Elivia Savadier (Illustrator)
Bright Christmas : An Angel Remembers
Andrew Clements,
Kate Kiesler (Illustrator)
Christmas Story. The : Book & Pop-Up
Diorama
Andrew Clements
Christmas Teddy Bear The
Andrew Clements & Ivan Gantschev
Christmas Won't Wait
Andrew Clements (Translator),
Eve Tharlet

Landry News.The
Andrew Clements,
Salvatore Murdocca (Illustrator)
Life in the Desert (Earth Awareness}
Andrew Clements
Little Pig. Big Trouble
Andrew Clements (Translator),
Eve Tharlet
Look Who's in the Thanksgiving Play: A
Lift-The-Flap Story
Andrew Clements,
Mavis Smith (Illustrator)
Midnight Play
Andrew Clements (Translator),
Kveta Pacovska

Double Trouble in Walla Walla
Andrew Clements,
Sal Murdocca (Illustrator)

Milo's Great Invention
Andrew Clements

Frindle
Andrew Clements,
Brian Selznick (Illustrator)

Mother Earth's Counting Book
Andrew Clements,
Lonnie Sue Johnson (Illustrator)
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More Books by
Family Book Club
Featured Authors
Andrew Clements
(The Landry News)
Noah and the Ark and the Animals
Andrew Clements,
Ivan Gantschev (Illustrator)

Simon and the Holy Night
Andrew Clements (Translator),
Eve Tharlet

Real Monsters:Grombles Haunted
Halloween
Andrew Clements,
Don Cassity (Illustrator)

Temple cat
Andrew Clements,
Kate A. Kiesler (Illustrator)

Real Monsters: Krumm's Halloween Treat
Andrew Clements,
Don Cassity (Illustrator)
Real Monsters: Stage Fright!
Andrew Clements,
Matthew Stoddart (Illustrator)
Real Monsters: Things That Go Eek on
Halloween
Andrew Clements,
Don Cassity (Illustrator)
Santa's Secret Helper
Andrew Clements,
Debrah Santini (Illustrator)

Where Is Mr. Mole?
Andrew Clements (Translator),
Ivan Gantschev
Where the Moon Lives
Andrew Clements (Translator),
Ivan Gantschev
Who Owns the Cow?
Andrew Clements,
Joan Landis (Illustrator)
Workshop
Andrew Clements,
David Wisniewski (Illustrator)

The Reading Mother

b~<a5t51~~

I had a mother that read to me,
Sagas of pirates who scoured the sea
Cutlasses clenched in their yellow teeth,
"blackbirds" stowed in the hole beneath.

b~@5~&

I had a mother who read me lays
Of ancient and gallant and golden days;
Stories of marmion and Ivanhoe,
Which every boy has a right to know.
I had a mother who read me tales
Of Gelert the Hound of the hills of Wales,
True to his trust till his tragic death,
Faithfulness blent with his final breath.

Cdo~o(dog

I had a mother who read me the things
That wholesome life to the boy heart bringsStories that stir with and upward touch,
Oh, that each mother of boys were such.

~(d~~5\t

1;'5)'5);&

You may have tangible wealth untold;
Caskets of jewels and coffers of gold,
Richer than I you can never be-I had a mother that read to me.

III

Gillilan Strickland
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1.

It teaches about syllables through the use
of rhythm.

2.

It often helps children learn sound
patterns, which sometimes can be a
clue for spelling words.

}.

It can teach an alternative way of
expressing yourself.

-4.

It can help children learn about
comparisons between things (similes
and metaphors).

s.

Poems with rhymes can often be
predictable and help reinforce
patterning in writing.

"·

It is an opportunity to expose
your child to another form of
writing/reading that he/she can be
successful at.

1.

Poetry often is put to music, which can
be an excellent way to memorize important
information.

B.

It's flJN!!

Reading Tips for
Parents and Kids
1.

Share your love and enthusiasm of
books, learning, and reading!

2.

Play word games with your child. Do
crossword puzzles and play games
such as Hangman, Scrabble, Boggle,
and Upwards.

3.

Give your child books as gifts.

4.

Let your child help you get ready
for a trip by reading maps and
information about your family's
destination.

Nuoteon
Readmf1 & families;
"When children learn frotn their
parents that readin,g is important,
the.)' discover that readin,g is fun and
p[easurab[e- and the.)' are tnore
successful in school."
-John 'i'itanford
'i'ieattle Public 'i'ichool 'i'iuperintendent
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Teacher Tool
Workshop 4
Outline
7:00 - 7:10

Welcome with drinks and snacks
• Quote on Reading & Family
- Groucho Marx's

7:10 - 7:30

Share the Tricks:
• Ideas for Summer Reading & Writing
• Summer Reading Tips for Parents & Kids

7:30 - 8:15

Collect family recipes & pass out "Worm" Desserts
Begin discussing the book: How to Eat Fried Worms
• Use the discussion Q's to help encourage
dialogue
• Use Homework, the Cookbook, to assist
with dialogue

8:15 - 8:30

Thank participants and share the poem Sculptors
Pass out Program evaluations

8:30

Display Joseph Addison's Quote as
evaluations are being filled out.
Farewell and family package pickup
Included in each package:
1- Poem
1- Brochure IV
1- Suggested 3rd & 4th grade reading list
1- "More Books by Thomas Rockwell" page
1- Additional 3rd & 4th grade reading ideas
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WORKSHOP 4 PREPARATION

Prior to workshop 4
The facilitator should have collected:
Cups
Beverages
Napkins
Cookies
Gallon size zip lock bags (one per family)
Create Worm Dessert (one per person)
The facilitator should have made overheads of:
Joseph Addison Quote
Groucho Marx Quote
Ideas for Summer Reading & Writing
Parent Tips 4
Poem, Sculptors
The facilitator should have made 1 copy of each per family:
Brochure IV
More Books By Thomas Rockwell
Poem, Sculptors
Program Evaluation
Additional 3rd & 4th grade reading books
The facilitator should have assembled 1 copy per family:
Family Book Club Cookbook
Once the above has been finished, the following should be placed into
the zip lock bags:
1- Sculptors Poem
1- Brochure IV
1- More Books By Thomas Rockwell
1- Family Book Club Cookbook
1- Suggested reading books for 3rd & 4th grade
The bags will be distributed at the end of the workshop 4.
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WORKSHOP 4 ACTIVITIES
ITINERARY DESCRIPTIONS

7:00

Welcome with Drinks and Snacks

(P-66)

Prior to the start the facilitator should have a designated book
drop-off spot for the returning of this workshops books. Facilitator
should have Groucho Marx quote on overhead as families enter
the room. Facilitator should meet and greet families as they arrive.
During this time participants will be able to help themselves to
refreshments.

7: 1 O

Share the Tricks:
Ideas for Summer Reading & Writing

(P-67 - P-68)

Facilitator should use the OH with parents and children as
they go through the ideas that parents and children can
work on over the summer to encourage reading and writing.

Parent Tips 4

(P-69)

These are suggestions, tips, and ideas that parents can use
to help improve reading and writing within their families.

7:30

Book Sharing & Discussion
Worm Dessert

(P-70)

As a special end to the Family Book Club discussions the
facilitator should pass out the Worm Dessert and allow
participants to enjoy it as the book discussion takes place.

The Cookbook Homework
The cookbook homework should be used at sometime
during the book discussion. This shows the parents and
children its importance. The homework can also be used to
help add to the discussion of the book, How to Eat Fried
Worms.

P-64

Discussion Questions

(P-71)

Starter discussion questions have been written to assist
facilitator in carrying on the book sharing.

8:15

Family Cookbook Assignment
The facllltator should collect the dessert recipes. During the
following week the facilitator should combined the recipes
into a Family Book Club Cookbook. It can be distributed to
all the contributing families by means of the students during
the regular class day.

8:25

Sculptors Poem & Evaluation

(P-72; P-74 - P75)

In closing of the Family Book Club the facilitator should
share the poem, Sculptors. Following the poem the
facilitator should pass out the workshop evaluations and
have a place where families can leave them anonymously.
Facilitator should have the Joseph Addison quote
displayed on the overhead as the evaluations are being
filled out.

8:30

Farewell & Family Package Pick-Up
Family are excused and asked to pick-up the preassembled
packages that contain 1- Sculptors Poem, 1- Family Book
Club Cookbook, 1- Brochure of the "Advice" IV, 1Suggested reading books for 3rd & 4th grade, 1- "More
Books by Thomas Rockwell" page .

P-65
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Reading "Quote:
"Outside of a do9, a book is
tnan's best f riendl
Inside of a do9 is too dark
to read!"
6:roucho Mar~
Comedian

P-67

Ideas fop i)utntneP
Readin9 and Writin9
l.

Plant a Garden
5uy ee-e-de and plant a garde-n. 1iave- your

child re-ad the- dire-ctione and ere-ate- a ernall
garde-n. 1iave- the-m l<..e-e-p a journal of thewe-e-l<..ly progre-00 and change-0 the-y can ee-e-.
The- journal can be- uee-d ae a guide- for futuregarde-ne.

2.. oite 5eei~

G:athe-r rnapo. bue or fe-rry eche-dule-e. and
othe-r 0che-dule-0. 1iave- your child plan a
epe-cial trip to the- zoo. a baee-ball game- or
eorne- othe-r place-. 1iave- the-rn re-ad the0che-dule-0 and rnapo to de-te-rrnine- the- co0t0
and be-et tirne-0 to tPave-l.
wkshp4/pgl
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3. family Calendar

lJpdate-

Turn a large cale-ndar~e-ithe-r homemade- or
commercial~ into a family communicationo
center. Jiave- your child tracK the temperaturefor the day. MaKe- pre-dictiono for the future
and Keep tracK of upcoming e-ve-nto, ouch ao
birthdayo, family outingo, appointme-nto, or
other ope-cial activitie-o. Allow time for your
child to ohare- the information, poooibly after
bre-aKfaot or before- dinner.

1.

Puppet Time- The-ate-r
TaKe- time to have your child oe-le-ct a otory
and both of you read it together. Inote-ad of

you both reading the otory have the
characte-ro come to life-I Voing old oOCKo or
omall paper bago create a puppet to tell the
otor y or oay the dialogue- portiono of the
otory. It'o a great way to encourage- children

(

to read through their imagination!

wkshp4/pg2
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Summer Reading Tips
for Parents and Kids
1. Make time for reading.
2.

Get a tape recorder and tape your child
reading. Your child will love to hear
themself and it also makes a GREAT
keepsake.

3. If you're struggling to get your child to read,
try to peak their interest with comic books
or magazines.

4. Keep them reading in the summer!
Summer can be a time of either catching up
or falling farther behind. Don't let this vital
time slip away.

5. Set aside a special time each day for reading
together.

wkshp4/pgl

P-70

Worm Dessert
4 - 4" terra cotta flower pots (new)
1 - 6 oz box of instant chocolate pudding
1 - package of Oreo cookies
1 - package of Gummy Worms

Directions:
* Wash all terra cotta flower pots thoroughly.
* Follow the directions on the instant pudding box.

* Line the bottom of the terracotta pots with wax paper,
or Saran wrap.

* Fill the terracotta pots 1/2 full of chocolate pudding.

* Add 2 -3 gummy worms to each terracotta pot.
* Fill the terracotta pots to 1/2" - 1" from the top with pudding.

* Grind up Oreo cookies and sprinkle on the top of the
pudding.

* Chill in refrigerator completely and serve
Makes 4 servings
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How to Eat Fried Worms
Discussion Starter Questions
1)

Did you think that How to Eat Fried Worms was a "funny'' story?
Or was it disgusting to you? Would you recommend itto a friend
to read or not? Why?

2)

What kinds of punishments did the boy's parents give them? Do
you think that the punishments were fair? Why? Would you
change any of the punishments? If so what would you change
them to?

3)

How would your parents react if you told them you had been
eating worms?

4)

At what points in the book did you think that either Billy or Joe
had really won? Why?

5)

Do you think that Billy was smart to make such a bet? Why do
you think he did it?

6)

Do you think that Tom, Billy, Alan, and Joe will all ever be friends
again? What makes you think so?

P-72

Sculptors
I dreamed I stood in a studio
And watched two sculptors there.
The clay they used was a young child's mind
And they fashioned it with care.
One was a teacher, the tools he used
Were books, music and art.
The other, a parent, used a guiding hand
And a gentle, loving heart.
Day after day the teacher foiled
with a touch deft, careful and sure.
While the parent labored by his side
And polished and smoothed it pure.
When at last their task was done,
They were proud of what they had wrought.
for the things they had molded into a child
Could neither be sold or bought.
They each agPeed they would have failed
If each had to work alone,
for behind the parent stood the school
And behind the school, the home.
-Author Unknown

wkshp4/pgl
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Readin.9 "Quote:
Readin9 is
to the tnind what e)<ercise
is to the bod~.
11

11

- Joseph Addison
E.n9Iish Poet

wkshp4/pgl
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Family Book Club Evaluation
Thank you for taking time to participate in the Family Book Club. In the constant hope
of making future Family Book Clubs even better your opinion is requested. Please
take a few minutes to read the statements and place an X in the box that reflects your
feelings. If you wish to add personal comments please feel free to turn the sheet over
and write them there. Thank you for making this a fun and productive experience!
Happy family reading!

1.

Did the club workshops help to explain the importance of family reading?

D
2.

D

Some

D

Little or None

Very Much

D

Some

D

Little or None

Very Much

D

Some

D

Little or None

Very Much

D

Some

D

Little or None

Very Much

D

Some

D

Little or None

Overall did your family enjoy of the Family Book Club meetings?

D
8.

Very Much

Did you and your child enjoy the choices of literature that were shared during
the club workshops?

D
7.

Little or None

Did the club workshops help to increase reading in your family outside of club
workshop nights?

D
6.

D

Did the handouts, worksheets, and materials make it easier to understand the
stories and other reading outside of the club workshops?

D
5.

Some

Did you and your child feel welcomed, and comfortable at the club workshops?

D
4.

D

Did you feel the ideas provided could help your family to continue reading
and writing outside of the club workshops?

D
3.

Very Much

Very Much

D

Some

D

Little or None

Would your family participate in another Family Book Club if it was offered?

D

Yes

D

No

D

Maybe

(

P-75
Is there anything that you would like to see added to the Family Book Club
workshops?

Please use this space to add any additional comments that you might like:

Optional:

Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Phone# _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Child's Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
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More Books by
Family Book Club
Featured Authors
Thomas Rockwell
(How to Eat Fried Worms)
Hey, Lover Boy
Thomas Rockwell

Humph!
Thomas Rockwell

Hiding out
Thomas Rockwell

Neon Motorcycle, The
Thomas Rockwell

How to Eat Fried Worms
Thomas Rockwell,
Emily A. McCully (Illustrator);

Oatmeal Is Not for Mustaches
Thomas Rockwell

How to Eat Fried Worms. and Other Plays
Thomas Rockwell
How to Fight a Girl
Thomas Rockwell
How to Get Fabulously Rich
Thomas Rockwell

Squawwwk!
Thomas Rockwell
Thief. The
Thomas Rockwell
Tin Cans
Thomas Rockwell
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Suggested Readings for
3rd & 4th Grade Readers
Title

Author

Wolves of Willoughby Chase

Aiken, J.

The Last of the Really Great
Whangdoodles

Andrews, J.

Sounder

Armstrong, W.H.

Who was that Masked Man,
Anyway?

Avi

Tuck Everlasting

Babbitt, N.

The Treasure of Alpheus
Winterborn

Bellairs, J.

The Moves Make the Man

Brooks, B.

Coffin on a Case

Bunting, E.

Wanted ... Mud Blossom

Byars, B.

Bigger

Calvert, P.

The Mouse and the Motorcycle

Cleary, B.

Dear Mr. Henshaw

Cleary, B.

Sadako and the Thousand
Paper Cranes

Coerr, E.

Jeremy Thatcher, Dragon
Hatcher

Coville, B.

Weasel

DeFelice, C.

Half Magic

Eager, E.

The Great Brain

Fitzgerald, J.D.
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Title

Author

The Whipping Boy

Fleischman, S.

One-Eyed Cat

Fox, P.

Stone Fox

Gardiner, J.R.

Young Nick and Jubilee

Garfield, L.

My Side of the Mountain

George, L.

The House of Dies Drear

Hamilton, V.

Sable

Hesse, K.

Bunnicula

Howe, D.

Redwall

Jacques, B.

The Phantom Tollbooth

Juster, N.

Ace: The Very Important Pig

King-Smith, D.

Just So Stories

Kipling, R.

From the Mixed-Up Files of
Basil E. Frankweiler

Konigsburg, E.L.

Go Jump in the Pool

Korman, G.

Tales of Uncle Remus

Lester, J.

Sarah, Plain and Tall

Maclachlan, P.

The Blood and Thunder Adventure
on Hurrican Peak

Mahy, M.

Wolf Story

McCleery, W.

The Dark Thirty: Southern Tales
of the Supernatural

McKissack, P.

Save Queen of Sheba

Moeri, L.
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Title

Author

Beetles, Lightly Toasted

Naylor, P.R.

Rascal

North, S.

Bedknobs and Broomsticks

Norton, M.

Mrs, Frisby and the Rats of NIMH

O;Brien, R.

Sing Down the Moon

O'Dell, S.

Guys from Space

Pinkwater, D.M.

Lizard Music

Pinkwater, D.M.

Where the Red Fern Grows

Rawls, W.

Jacob Two-Two Meets the
Hooded Fang

Richler. M

The View From the Cherry Tree

Roberts, W.D.

Freaky Friday

Rogers, M.

Rootabaga Stories

Sandberg, C.

Light in the Attic

Silverstein, S.

Abel's Island

Steig, W.

The Gold Cadillac

Taylor, M.

The Trouble with Tuck

Taylor, T.

The Stranger

Van Allsburg, C.

The Great Christmas Kidnapping
Caper

Vanleeuwen, J.

Stuart Little

White, E.B.

Dragon's Boy

Yolen, J.

Books on this list were compiled and recommended by the King County Library System, 5/98.
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Ideas for 15utntner Reading and Writin9
l.

Plant a 0rarden
buy 5ee.d5 and plant a garde-n.
Have- y0ur child re-ad thedire-cti0n5 and ere-ate- a 5mall
garde-n. Have- the-m J(.e-e-p a
)0urnal 0f the- we-e-J(.ly pr0gre-55
and change-6 the-y can 5e-e-. The)0urnal can be- u5e-d a6 a guidef0r future- garde-n6.

2.. Qite. &e.ios
G:athe-r map6, bu6. 0r fe-rry
5che-dule-6. and 0the-r 5che-dule-6.
Have- y0ur child plan a 6pe-cial
trip t0 the- 200. a ba5e-ball game0r 50me- 0the-r place-. Have- the-m
re-ad the- 5che-dule-5 and map6 t0
de-te-rmine- the- C06t6 and be-5t
time-6 t0 trave-1.
1.

3. farnil y Ca!e.ndar VIJdate.

PuIJIJe.t Time. The.ate.r

Turn a large- cale-ndar-e-ithe-r
h0me-made- 0r e0mme-rcial- int0 a
family e0mmunicati0n5 ce-nte-r.
liave- y0ur child tracJ(. thete-mpe-rature- f0r the- day. MaJ(.epre-dicti0n5 f0r the- future- and
J(.e-e-p tracJ(. 0f upe0ming e-ve-nt6.
5uch a6 birthday6. family 0uting5,
app0intme-nt6. 0r 0the-r 6pe-cial

TaJ(.e- time- t0 have- y0ur child
5e-le-ct a 5t0ry and b0th 0f y0u
re-ad it t0ge-the-r. In6te-ad 0f
y0u b0th re-ading the- 5t0ry havethe- characte-r5 e0me- t0 life-!
V5ing 01d 50CJ(.5 0r 5mall pape-r
bag5 ere-ate- a puppe-t t0 te-11 the5t0ry 0r 5ay the- dial0gue- p0rti0n5
0f the- 5t0ry. It'6 a gre-at way t0
e-ne0urage- childre-n t0 re-ad thr0ugh

activitie-6. Al10w time- f0r y0ur

the-ir imaginati0n!

child t0 5hare- the- inf0rmati0n.
p066ibly afte-r bre-aJ(.fa6t 0r
be-f0re- dinne-r.

Summer
Reading Tips for
Parents and Kids
1.

Make time for reading.

2.

Get a tape recorder and tape your
child reading. Your child will love to
hear tbemself and it also makes a
GREAT keepsake.

3.

If you're struggling to get your child
to read, try to peak their interest
with comic books or magazines.

4.

Keep them readjng io the summer!
Summer can be a time of either
catching up or falling farther behind.
Don't let this vital time slip away.

5.

Set aside a special time each day for
reading.

Readit\9 N,uote
"Readih.g is
to the tnihd what e?<ercise
is to the bocl:i." '"IJ

....CD'

- Joseph Addison
en.glish Poet

CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary

The purpose of the project, "Teacher Tricks a.k.a. Parent Tools;
Workshop Guide", was to develop four workshops. The workshops were
directed at third grade students and their families to encourage parent
involvement while ultimately increasing family literacy. To accomplish this, a
review of current research and literature was conducted in the areas of family
literacy and parent involvement. Inquiries into the benefits of and reasons for
parent involvement were explored. Further research was conducted through
dialogues with professionals in the field of education. Ideas and materials were
gathered to create ready to use materials that coordinate efforts of teachers,
parents, students, and community in our efforts to increase literacy.

Conclusions

Most parents want their children to succeed at everything. What they are
often unaware of is that a person's ability to read and comprehend are critical
indicators as to their potential for future successes. Conclusions reached as a
result of this project were:
1.

Children learn more when their parents are involved.

2.

Children learn that reading is important when reading is modeled
in the home.

3.

If parents find value in education, their children usually do as
well.
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4.

Parents play four key roles in their family as their child's: first and
constant teacher, supporters, advocates, and decision-makers.

5.

Most families are willing to assist their children when they know
how.

6.

When parents are contacted by educators that are skilled, and
communicate effectively, parents are more likely to respond.

7.

Schools and communities must take steps to inform and teach
parents what they need to do to facilitate their children's learning.

8.

Parents need to understand that their contributions are critical to
their child's reading achievements.

Recommendations

As a result of developing this project, the following recommendations are
suggested:

1.

Involve the parents in the education of their children as much as
possible.

2.

Schools and communities need to establish stronger parent
involvement plans earlier in the educational process.

3.

Schools and communities need to change the idea of parent
involvement from the "cut and paste" model to a hands on
approach with children.

4.

The workshop information could be broken apart and sent home
in newsletters so families who aren't able to participate could still
benefit from the information.
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5.

The supplemental reading list should be a growing list not an end
all for reading suggestions.

6.

More activities could be developed that encouraged the whole
family to participate in learning.

7.

Look at the evaluations to help determine what can be done to
improve future workshops. What needs were met and what needs
were left unfulfilled?

8.

Seek the assistance of other professionals to present ideas in
their areas of expertise.

9.

Follow up the workshops with a study of their effectiveness by
seeing if there were any changes in family at home reading as
a result of the workshops.

All children face many challenges and roadblocks in their quest for
education. Parents, schools, and communities are the ones holding the keys to
the child's future success. Working together they can unlock any doors.
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